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St. Mary’s Chapel
Celebrates 150 Years
Since St. Mary’s parish was
established in 1849, the parish
community has been a center of worship,
faith, prayer, hope, love and support.
From humble beginnings as a logging
and farming community, our vibrant,
growing parish is still
dedicated to giving
praise to God by
sharing the celebration
of the Eucharist and of
God’s Word in the
Scriptures.
This year marks the
150th anniversary of
the St Mary’s Chapel.
The opening event of
jubilee year celebration
was a concert on
October 14 featuring
the ARS NOVA
Chamber Orchestra of
Buffalo and St. Mary’s
parishioner Jacek
Muzyk.
“We are blessed to have a parish
history that dates back 166 years,” said
Fr. Robert Yetter, pastor.
“Celebrating tradition is a core value of
our parish and it is a wonderful aspect of
our Catholic faith.”
A major renovation project will take
place during the coming year for the
preservation and protection of the mural

of the Assumption of Mary that hangs
over the main altar. The mural was
installed in 1928 and this will be the first
major restoration work on it.
Swiatek Studios, a local company, will
complete the work during 2016.
St. Mary’s rich
history is a source of
pride for the parish
community,
and
descendants of many
founding families are
still active members.
St. Mary’s Chapel is
the oldest continually
used church in the
town of Clarence.
In the 1820s and
1830s, immigrants
trickled into the area
and started to carve
farms out of the
wilderness in the area
now known as East
Amherst.
In the 1830s, a young priest, Father
John Neumann (later St. John
Neumann) began to visit here,
celebrating Mass and administering the
Sacraments in homes, barns or fields. In
1839, at Fr. Neumann’s request, the
small community acquired a log house
that served as a church for the fledgling
congregation.
(Continued on Page 7)

By The Way...
By Rev. Robert M. Yetter, Pastor
This is the time of year we inform parishioners about
“The State of the Parish” from the pulpit, in the weekly
bulletin and in The Messenger. I have always felt as a pastor,
now for twenty-five years, that parishioners should be aware
of the many aspects of parish life. There are many people
involved - not just me! We can share financial figures and
put them into print, but it is impossible to put into print the
impact our programs have on spiritual lives. We can quantify
some figures such as those who received Sacraments during
the year:
Parishioners - 7,800; Baptisms - 96; First Penance - 116;
Confirmation - 137; First Eucharist - 129; Anointing of the
Sick 300 - 400; Monthly Communion Visits - 47; Funerals 55; Burials at St. Mary’s Cemetery - 31; Average Weekly Mass
Attendance - 2,300; Students in School - 216; Youth in
Faith Formation Classes - 900 and RCIA - Currently 4.
This year, we celebrate 166 years as a parish. St. Mary’s
was founded in 1849. In 1860, 80 families purchased the
land we occupy now, and the chapel was completed in 1866.
I recently reminded our current confirmation class members

that they follow in the footsteps
of teens in our parish throughout
history, preparing for this
sacrament of initiation. This
month marks the beginning of
the 150th anniversary of our
chapel with the chamber music
group ARS NOVA of Buffalo
and will conclude next October
22, 2016 with Bishop Malone celebrating an anniversary
Mass.
I invite current parish members to reflect upon their
commitment as Christian Catholics first of all and also their
commitment to parish life here at St. Mary’s through the
sharing of time, talents and treasures. Only God can judge
our spiritual journey as we make our way to heaven.
Through our reception of the Sacraments and our prayer
life, we receive help from the community for this journey.
May God bless all of us.

Opportunities To Learn and Grow in Your Faith
He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed Him. –Matthew 4: 19-20
An Intentional Disciple makes a deliberate, conscious
effort to follow Christ and develop a meaningful personal
relationship with Him. Intentional disciples move beyond
attending Mass once a week, are not passive about their
faith, actively seek God in their life and make faith a
priority.
“Jesus calls us to be intentional disciples who live
according to His will and share His word with others,”
said Rosemary LoJacono, ministry coordinator. “We are
blessed by a vibrant community and many opportunities
to establish a deeper connection with our faith and
community.”
St. Mary’s offers many programs to encourage
intentional discipleship –ranging from weekly groups to
occasional participation.
Little Rock Scripture Study is a twelve-week program
offered Tuesday mornings or Thursday evenings, which,
this session, will focus on the Psalms. Faith Sharing
Groups are open to anyone who would like to deepen
their prayer life, relate scripture to their life and discuss
their faith. Women’s and men’s groups meet monthly to

discuss scripture and how it relates to their lives.
For individuals interested in joining the Catholic
Church, the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA) is a program to prepare to receive the sacraments.
Catholics desiring to return to the church are invited to
Reconnecting With Your Catholic Faith, a welcoming
and non-judgemental ministry that helps those who have
been away from the church reintegrate into parish life.
Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) begins with a
weekend retreat and continues with a renewal process
experienced in the warm environment of our parish.
Parishioners of all ages are also invited to attend Parish
Mission on March 7, 8 and 9, a Lenten event featuring
music and interaction.
A new program that creates an atmosphere of quiet
prayer is Scripture Meditation, presented on Sundays at
12:15 p.m. following 11:15 am. Mass. Participants are
encouraged to spend an hour raising their hearts and
minds to God through guided meditation.
For information on these and other spiritual experiences,
contact parishlife@stmaryswormville.org.

“Where Jesus Walked” Scripture Meditation
As followers of Jesus, we are called to a spiritual
path, one that brings us closer to Jesus. Parishioners are
invited to experience our lord through a program called
Scripture Meditation.
"Where Jesus Walked" guided scripture meditation is
held on Sundays at 12:15 p.m. and brings participants
back to the time of Jesus described by the people who
observed and knew Jesus. Led by Donna Vazquez,
assistant youth minister, the relaxed atmosphere invites
reflection and prayer.
According to Holly Hooton, sacramental
coordinator, Vasquez brings participants to many places
in the life of Christ where they can see, hear and speak
with Jesus one on one in a unique atmosphere.
”Life nowadays always has us going, going,
going. And that day-to-day rush can often drown out
our communication with our loving Father,” Hooton
said. “Taking a walk through scripture allowed me to

take some time out and quietly walk with the
Lord. Give yourself this opportunity to recharge your
spirit and face a new day.”
Barbara Rivera has attended each session of
Scripture Medication with her husband Ricky.
“It helps to find new avenues to get closer to your
spirituality and being in a group is powerful and
beneficial,” Rivera said. “You don’t have to talk if you
don’t want to; it is very warm, nice and safe. I
encourage everyone to taste and see.
“Where Jesus Walked” continues October 25,
November 8, November 22, December 6, December 20
(Rm 106/107), January 10, January 31 and February 21.
Meetings are held in the Parish Center, Room 110
following 11:15 a.m. Mass.
For more information, contact Donna Vazquez at 688-0599.

St. Mary’s Launches Montessori Preschool
After weeks of teacher preparation, facility
enhancements and materials acquisition, the
preschool classroom at St. Mary School has been
transformed into a Montessori world of learning,
exploration, and creative instruction.
Students thrive in a blended classroom of three to
six year olds. Each student follows a self-paced
curriculum of various Montessori
works. Once a student masters a
Montessori work concept, he/
she continues to build on his/
her knowledge by using the skills
to proceed to more cognitively
challenging lessons.

scientifically based upon the work of Dr. Maria
Montessori.
Practical life, sensorial, cultural,
language, math, geography and science are all topics
taught to our Montessori students.
Even the littlest learners of the classroom are
given uninterrupted time to complete works, and are
encouraged to reach milestones at their appropriate
developmental levels. Students are
provided fascinating hands-on tools
to engage their efforts and provided
tools for self-correction and
independence in work - all goals to
foster a lifelong love of learning and
skills development.

"As teachers, we give our
In addition, children experience
attention to students during
Montessori Catechesis of the Good
Teresa Rice works with young learners in the new
individual and small group
Shepherd - works presented through
Montessori Pre-K classroom.
lessons, as much as we expect
Bible stories, manipulatives and
students to give their attention to us,” Teresa Rice,
materials, to foster faith formation.
Montessori head teacher, said. “They are learning
This holistic and comprehensive engaging
about self-direction, when they choose their own
approach to learning develops creative and inspired
work, find the activity that calls to them, and
minds of learners who are eager to expand their
complete the task because it is satisfying to
knowledge and practical skills as they continue their
them. These are the important skills that must be
learning in a traditional classroom setting in
learned to be ready for academics."
elementary school and beyond.
The Montessori approach to education is

2014 - 2015 St. Mary’s Parish Financial Report
Church and
Rectory
Opera ons

School
Opera ons

Family Faith
Forma on

2015 Total
Parish
Opera ons

2014 Total
Parish
Opera ons

Change
(%)

CASH RECEIPTS
Sunday Oﬀerings
Special Collec ons

1,484,332
54,869

Tui on/Mandated Services Revenue

1,431,179

4%

69,313

54,586

27%

642,384

598,546

7%

94,235

94,235

79,732

18%

297,743

297,743

306,957

-3%

48,860

49,860

-2%

66,838

42,064

59%

14,444
558,650

Home School Associa on
School Subsidy
Parish Picnic (net)

1,484,332

83,734

48,860

Parish Auc on (net)

66,838

Building Fund

49,145

Cafeteria Receipts

45,900

45,900

46,855

-2%

Dona ons/Bequest/Grants

62,527

100,748

163,275

146,533

11%

Auxiliary Parish/Miscellaneous Income

33,215

47,795

81,010

71,507

13%

$1,683,803

$1,226,353

$83,734

$2,993,890

$2,876,963

4%

595,976

784,811

193,781

1,574,568

1,435,637

10%

52,075

71,543

44,582

168,200

154,431

9%

Total Receipts
CASH DISBURSEMENTS
Salaries, Payroll, Health Insurance
Supplies/Prin ng
Cafeteria Expenses

47,533

47,533

44,049

8%

Home School Associa on

79,812

79,812

83,513

-4%

80,431

91,343

-12%

188,874

146,440

29%

U li es

43,241

16,175

104,583

84,291

49,428

8,750

16,614

74,792

54,880

36%

Building and Grounds

147,814

99,605

24,595

272,014

210,401

29%

Capital Improvements

13,991

33,833

4,134

51,958

101,202

-49%

Diocesan Assessment

121,687

121,687

110,876

10%

School Subsidy

297,743

297,743

306,957

-3%

$2,957,613

$2,739,729

8%

Other Expenses
Adult Ed., Outreach, Goodwill

Total Disbursements

$1,426,538
Church and
Rectory

$1,226,353
School

21,016

$304,721
Family Faith
Forma on

Cemetery

2015 Total
Parish
Opera ons

ASSETS
Checking/Saving Accounts

521,347

St. Joseph's Investment Fund

176,737

Home School Associa on
Cafeteria
Assets Hold in Trust PMI, Holy Name
Total Assets

1,560

149,132

672,039

213,989

390,726

30,448

30,448

1,096

1,096

73,280
$771,364

73,280
$33,104

$363,121

1,167,589

Parish Financial Report Notes
General Comments:
 At the end of the Fiscal Year 2014-15, the total mortgage reduc on was $166,250. Current balance is $320,235. Of the total mortgage
reduc on, $100,000 was allocated from the parish savings account.
School subsidy was reduced by 3%, due to increased tui on revenue, greater enrollment, increased fundraising and addi onal grants.
Revenue:
Weekly collec on increased 4 percent, a ributed to sustained oﬀertory by parishioners par cipa ng in Commitment to Parish Life (CPL)
program.
The St. Mary’s Faith Community received several dona ons during 2014-2015 totaling $65,653.
St. Mary School was awarded a $25,000 STREAM grant for a hands-on science program u lized by Grades K-8.
The Sister Shelia A. Burke Scholarship fund, dedicated to needs-based scholarships, raised $26,805.
Fundraising revenue for Parish Auc on and Picnic net $115,698.
Expenses:
Capital Expenses in 2014-2015 included the replacement of drainage pipe in the school basement and installa on of addi onal sump
pump. The work also included replacement of the le floor in the 7th grade classroom and the computer lab.
New equipment was purchased for the new Montessori Program, which is at capacity.
Smart TVs were installed in Parish Center classrooms to enhance educa onal programs.
U lity costs decreased by 12%.
Diocesan assessments increased by 10%.
Total Receipts
2013
2014
2015
$1,817,318 $1,743,260 $1,683,803
$ 992,819 $1,049,805 $1,222,834

Parish
School
Faith
Forma on $

91,612 $

83,898 $

83,734

Parish
School
Faith
Forma on

Total Disbursements
2013
2014
2015
$1,354,680 $1,371,903 $1,426,538
$992,819 $1,049,805 $1,222,834
$316,258

$318,022

$304,721

Total Disbursements
$1,500,000

$1,000,000

Parish
School

$500,000

Faith Formation

$0
2013

2014

2015

On behalf of St. Mary’s Parish, Fr. Ye er and Fr. Andrew, we thank all parishioners for the con nued support of oﬀertory and engagement
to ministry. And especially, our thanks go out to the Finance Council members who volunteer their me to ensure the future sustainability
of St. Mary’s.
The Finance Council members include:
Trustees - Ed Burkard and Eileen Nahigian
Sco Zgoda - Chairperson, Members - Robert Crowe, Gerald Drinkard, Richard Johnson, Margaret King, Robert MacDonald, Jennifer Noah
and Andrew Zielinski
Home School Associa on Treasurer – Jennifer Noah

Jeff & Mary Beth Herberger
We are blessed at St. Mary’s not
just to be a growing parish with many
new families but also a parish with
families who have a rich and
wonderful legacy. These families are a
large part of our faith tradition and
continue to be a strong presence. Jeff
and Mary Beth Herberger are part of
the continuing Herberger legacy at St.
Mary’s.
“Even before the parish was
started, St. John Neumann celebrated
Mass at my great-great grandfather’s
house.” said Jeff. Jeff’s parents, Don
and Kathy, have been very active in
the parish. Most notably, Jeff’s father
built the altar and lectern in the
chapel and along with his son, Dan,
built the altar, lectern and tabernacle
stand in the new church.
Jeff and his wife Mary Beth have
been parishioners at St. Mary’s for 26
years and are the parents of three
grown girls, Emalie, Olivia, and Anna.
Jeff and all three girls attended St.
Mary’s School. In fact, his sister
Donna Allan, director of liturgy,
started at the school in 1964 and his
youngest daughter, Anna, graduated

in 2010. During those 46 years there
was always a Herberger family member
in attendance. One of Donna’s
daughters, who was in attendance
during that time, is St. Mary’s fourth
gra de teac her and STREA M
coordinator, Katie Bishop.
Jeff is a creative director and Mary
Beth works in marketing. They have
both used their time, talent and
treasures in many ways for the St.
Mary’s faith community. When their
children were students, Mary Beth
coordinated the school yearbook,
started the school newsletter, was
communications chair for the Home
School Association and volunteered at
many events/fundraisers. Jeff coached
girls’ basketball, was the annual cook
for the Catholic Schools Week
breakfast and created three of the 8th
grade videos. They both help at the
church picnic and Mary Beth is a
Eucharistic minister at 9 a.m. Mass.
Jeff has donated his graphic design
talent and created the picnic and
Chowder Chase logo as well as the
Spring Gala logo.
The Herbergers also share the

Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP)
experience. Mary Beth was a part of
Team #10 and Team #27 and is on
the CRHP Continuation Committee.
Jeff was a member of Team #9.
“Christ Renews His Parish
rejuvenated my faith and helped me
focus on prayer and service,“ said
Mary Beth. “Surrounding myself with
these faith-filled women has been an
inspiration and comfort to me. I
recommend CRHP to all women who
are looking for a fulfilling meaningful
experience that will enhance their
faith.”
For Jeff, CRHP “gave an extra
boost to help me continue my
Catholic faith while bringing me
closer to God. It was especially great
to meet men of the parish with so
many great experiences.”
When asked about the importance
of being involved in the church
community, Jeff and Mary Beth said,
“We feel it is important for both of us
to lead by example for our children.
From the time they were born we have
strived to emphasize the importance
of having a strong faith.”

By Kelley Carlson

Fr. Yetter presides over
the Blessing of Animals
on October 4 to
celebrate the Feast of
St. Francis.

Photo of the Chapel interior circa 1945

Chapel Celebrates...

(Continued from Page 1)

In 1849, Bishop John Timon, first bishop of Buffalo,
established the parish of St. Mary’s of the Assumption at
Transit (later to be called Swormville). A church, rectory
and a frame school building were built at the corner of
Dodge and Transit Roads.
Later, these facilities at Dodge and Transit were
deemed undesirable because the buildings were too small
to accommodate the growth of the parish and the ground
was swampy every spring.
Eight acres of land were purchased at the corner of
Transit and Stahley Roads and the present complex was
begun. Much of the labor was completed when the young
men of the parish returned from the Civil War. The
present chapel was completed in 1866.
The official opening of the chapel was in October 1866
with a mission by the Redemptorist Fathers, who gifted
the large cross that now hangs in the new church entrance.
This cross was installed in the new church in 2010.

The chapel remains a focal point for many parish
celebrations and sacraments, including daily Mass,
weddings and funerals.
Bishop Richard Malone will celebrate a Jubilee Mass on
October 22, 2016.

Praise for the Past…
Jessica Burkard, her
daughter Ella and Fr.
Robert Yetter admire the
Redemptorist Cross in the
church vestibule which
commemorates the 1866
opening of the St. Mary’s
Chapel. Burkard is a
descendant of the Burkard
family, one of St. Mary’s
founding families.

Mary Jo Aiken, school
principal, joins students
during the annual St.
Mary School
Marathon. Students
enjoyed the sunshine and
walked to raise money for
field trips.

