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Traditional Favorites and New
Activities Will Be Featured at this
Summer’s St. Mary’s Picnic

I

n 1849, the St. Mary’s community
gathered for the first parish picnic,
preparing chowder and celebrating their
friendships. Today, many traditions remain
centered around community, faith and
fellowship.
Kicking off the weekend is the 5th Annual
Chowder Chase 5K run/3K walk on Friday
evening, July 22 (see additional article).
On Saturday, July 23, Mass will be
celebrated under the tent at 6 p.m. followed
by the cutting of the vegetables for the kettle
-cooked chowder. Bring utensils and cutting
boards and join the tradition.

T

he Fifth Annual Chowder Chase 5K
run will kick off St. Mary’s picnic weekend
on Friday, July 22. This year’s race is
sanctioned and certified by USA Track and
Field. The race begins at 7 p.m. and
maintains the same course as in prior years
through the neighborhoods around St.
Mary’s.
Walkers are also invited to
participate, and will follow a 3K course.
2016 sponsors of the Chowder Chase: Joe
Cecconi, Subway Wildhorse Wine, Spot
Coffee, Biggest Loser Resort Niagara and
Laux Sporting Goods.
According to Lynda Carver, race director,

Parish Feast Day
August 13 - 5:30 Mass

According to Patti Siskar, picnic
chairperson, the event offers an opportunity
for families to celebrate the St. Mary’s
community and give back as volunteers.
PICNIC (Continued on Page 2)

“We are anticipating a large crowd as the
race has grown each year and we are so glad
that everyone will be coming out to support
St. Mary’s Faith Community.”
CHASE (Continued on Page 2)

By The Way...
By Rev. Robert M. Yetter, Pastor

Summer in Swormville is a
beautiful time of the year! We just
held our summer Faith Formation
Program for older students and next
will host the popular Vacation Bible
School program attended by young
children and many teen volunteers.

participate. In recent bulletins, Joan Clover of our parish has
written articles about the Holy Door.
Since most people cannot get to the Vatican and St. Peter's, each
diocese designates special places for people to enter and pray for
God's mercy in their lives. In addition to St. Joseph Cathedral,
Bishop Malone has designated six places throughout the diocese
where Catholics can make a pilgrimage. Review information in
our weekly bulletin (available online as well) or Google "Holy Year
of Mercy" to learn more.

We look forward to picnic weekend
July 22 through 24. I invite all of our
parishioners to volunteer in some way to assist the picnic weekend.
There are many opportunities to assist with the 5K race and party
on Friday night, cutting the vegetables for the chowder after the 6
p.m. Saturday Mass, or on Sunday during the day. Following the
picnic, we will focus on various maintenance and capital repair
projects to keep our parish campus in proper physical condition.

When I am in Rome, I will pray for our parishioners to be open to
God's mercy in their lives. I will receive the Sacrament of Penance
and the Sacrament of the Eucharist to gain a full plenary
indulgence for the forgiveness of sins.
On July 4th before arriving in Rome, I will visit the American
military cemetery in Anzio, Italy, south of Rome and north of
Naples. There, I will remember our soldiers who gave their lives in
service to the country and our freedom in a major battle during
World War II.

On July 12, I will be praying for all of our parishioners in Rome as
I cross through the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica. Last
November, Pope Francis opened the door to commence the Holy
Year of Mercy.

I wish all of you an enjoyable summer and hope you have some
time to rest, relax, and visit family and friends. Be safe in your
travels and remember to try to attend Mass on Sundays when you
are away.

Every 25 years since 1300, the Roman Catholic Church has
celebrated a year of Jubilee to grant God's grace for all who

PICNIC (Continued from Page 1)
“There is something for everyone at the St. Mary’s picnic,”
Siskar said. “We invite parishioners to join us for picnic
weekend and bring their family and friends. It’s a great event
to visit with old friends and meet new members of our
community.”
Picnic festivities begin at 11 a.m. on Sunday, July 24.
Returning this year are carnival rides, inflatables, the candy
wheel, pony rides, pan game and ice cream along with all the
old favorites. Consider purchasing a $15 day pass or $40 family
day pass for inflatables and rides.
Krolick’s chicken dinners (pre-sale tickets available) will be
served in the air-conditioned gym, and hamburgers, hot dogs,
fries, kettle corn and funnel cakes will be available on the
grounds along with games of skill and chance for all ages. The
Wild Horse Beer and Wine Tent opens at noon and there will
be live music throughout the day.
Learn more about the picnic and volunteer opportunities by
visiting www.stmaryswormville.org.
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CHASE (Continued from Page 1)
Runners and walkers are asked to be at the Parish Center by 6
p.m. to check in and pick up their race packet. Discount registration fee is $25 until July 20 and $30 after that. Register online at
stmaryswormville.org/chowderchase/.
Also happening that night is the Beer and Wine Social under the
Wild Horse Wine and Spirits Beer Tent. Live music from one of
the area’s premier bands, Hit N Run, will be featured from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m., along with local craft beers, wine and local food trucks
J&L BBQ, Street Eats and Sassi Cakes.
During and after the race there will be free supervised children’s
activities for kids ages four to 11. Activities include a laser maze,
bounce house, obstacle course, crafts and, at the end of the evening, a movie and popcorn. This will allow parents to run the race
and socialize in the beer tent while their children are well cared
for.
Parents need to pre-register their children on the parish website at
www.stmaryswormville.org/parishlife/volunteer or by calling
Janice O’Brien at 688-9380.

Receiving the Gift of the Holy Spirit: One hundred nineteen young men and
women said yes to the Holy Spirit as they were confirmed by Bishop Grosz on May
23. Thank you to the Spirit Mentors who assisted in preparing the candidates for
this important sacrament.

Serving Others: Marie Zon, center, accepts some of the more than 3,000 t-shirts collected by
St. Mary School for the Nicaraguan Mission. From left, students Elisa Hoffman, (Ann Marie,
center) Nick Cousins and Bridget Gedeon. Jared Rider is in the second row. This community
service project is a long-standing spring tradition at St. Mary’s and is also supported by the
parish community.

St. Mary's Teens Travel to
Poland for World Youth Day
An experience of a lifetime awaits St. Mary’s teens traveling to World Youth Day (WYD) in Krakow, Poland this
summer. Two million young people from around the
world are expected to attend where they will celebrate
their Catholic faith with Pope Francis.
Parishioners Carleigh Cimmerer, Tom O’Brien, Jason
Phillips and Ryan Verity, St. Mary’s director of youth
ministry, will be among the 300 pilgrims from the Buffalo Diocese led by Bishop Richard Malone.

EVERYONE enjoys the Chowder at St. Mary’s Picnic
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New Grief Ministry Provides
Love and Support
A year ago, Fr. Yetter identified a need in our parish for
a ministry to support families who have suffered the
death of a loved one. Answering the call, Linda Yoder
and Pat Reese attended a training session at Roswell
Park Cancer Institute to learn how to begin a grief support group at St. Mary’s.
The St. Mary’s Berevement Committee was created to
support families who have experienced the death of
loved one and provide information about grief support
groups at neighboring parishes. Families receive several
follow up calls during the first year after their loss.
“It’s important to reach out to people who have suffered a loss and let them know that there are other people who care about them,” Reese said.
According to Reese, parishioners are grateful for the
prayers and support.
The Bereievement Committee also participates in All
Souls Day Mass at St. Mary’s.

“What I expect to get from this trip is nothing physical,
but rather the experience of a lifetime, one which I get
to share with thousands of youth from around the
world, all sharing in God’s love,” O’Brien said.
“With all that is in store for us, going to Poland will
definitely present many chances to see God in the world
around me, especially in those around me,” he said.
“I'm so glad that I get to share this experience with Carleigh, Jason and Ryan, because being together these last
few years preparing for this journey has built great anticipation for what is in store for us in Poland.”
The group has been preparing for the trip for the past
several years. St. Mary’s hosted the WYD Cross during
July 2105, to encourage prayers and support for the upcoming pilgrimage. The cross was blessed by St. John
Paul II, the founder of WYD and traveled to various
parishes in the diocese in preparation for the pilgrimage.
According to Verity, this pilgrimage is a special opportunity to celebrate with Pope Francis and two million
others from around the world.
“It is incredible to think how large our presence will be,”
he said.
Pilgrims will be able to walk in the footsteps of St. John
Paul II in his birthplace of Wadowice. St. John Paul II
and St. Faustina serve as the patron saints of the event.
The theme is "Blessed Are the Merciful."
The contingent will depart for Poland following a Mass
of Celebration on July 22.

Picnic Preparations: Kelley Carlson, left, and Patti Siskar get ready for the 5K Chowder
Chase on Friday, July 22. Picnic weekend continues through Sunday, July 24 and is a
weekend experience offering something for everyone.

Janice O’Brien Named Volunteer Coordinator
Janice O’Brien has been named
Volunteer Coordinator for St.
Mary’s Parish. She has served as
Vacation Bible School (VBS)
Coordinator and children’s
catechumenate since 2009, and
will continue in this role.

parish mission,” she said.

Her new responsibilities include
recruiting, managing and
recognizing volunteers for
numerous parish ministries and
special events. O’Brien will also
be involved in parishioner
registration and coordination of
the Commitment to Parish Life
program.

Her three children are
graduates of St. Mary School
and during their time in
school, O’Brien served as a
leadership volunteer, room
parent and Home School
Association (HSA) officer.

According to O’Brien, we are
all called by God to a life of
service where we are
welcomed and valued for the
contributions they offer.

Janice O’Brien
Director of Volunteers

“My goal is to engage all members of St. Mary’s parish, school and family faith formation - to come
together as a community and actively engage in our

She holds a bachelor’s degree
in business administration from the SUNY at
Buffalo and has marketing and office management
experience at several companies in Western New
York.

A Class Act - St. Mary School Boast a
New Level of Performing Arts
A wish of talented musical director Sean Polen has become a
dream come true for students at St. Mary’s. Polen joined the
SMS faculty in 2013 with hopes of developing the performing
arts at all levels. He has focused his efforts on featuring student
singers and classes in liturgical music at school Masses, and
diversifying the musical genres in all grades, resulting in dynamic
choral performances with a mix of traditional, religious, and
current hit favorites. “The music program is growing in both
quality and difficulty. Students began singing unison pieces and
have progressed to traditional choral repertoire with two and
three part harmonies. We've also added an advanced choir
ensemble. The program I've structured is heavily grounded in
performance, ear training, development of harmony, and music
theory,” said Polen.
In addition, Polen has collaborated with Liz Sanderson, grade 1
teacher and musical performer, to build an impressive drama
department. He comments, “I am happy to have Miss Sanderson
to assist in the many behind the scenes aspects and logistics of

the production process so that I can concentrate on really helping
students develop their acting skills.” Sanderson also has a
passion for the arts, “It's great to be a part of a school where
several teachers, including myself, have backgrounds in the arts. I
enjoy being able to donate some of my time to such a wonderful
growing program.”
Students in grades five through eight can audition for a role in a
drama play presented each winter, and a stage musical presented
each spring. Polen says, “The drama department is continuing to
grow and thrive. We have advanced from mini-shows to full
performances of increasing difficulty and length.” St. Mary’s
Drama department launched with a cast of 24 students
presenting A Charlie Brown Christmas in December 2014,
followed by Godspell in May 2015, A Christmas Carol in
December 2015, and most recently, Cinderella in May 2016.

St. Mary School Drama Club present Cinderella.

Christopher Swagler
Christopher Swagler answered the call to become a lector when
he was searching for a way to stay involved in the St. Mary’s faith
community as he began high school.
Currently a sophomore at Canisius High School, Swagler is a
graduate of St. Mary School and was as an altar server for five
years. His father Mark, who is also a St. Mary’s lector, influenced
him to consider getting involved in this important ministry.
Swagler says he finds it rewarding as it is a way for him to give
back to the community that raised him.

Friary, a homeless ministry in Buffalo. During August, the
homeless shelter closes for maintenance and upkeep and
Christopher joins a group of St. Mary's parishioners and friends
to clean, garden, paint and make minor repair projects during the
Annual August Volunteer Day.
Mark Swagler, Christropher’s dad, provides a wonderful example
of servant leadership. He says, “Christopher has many God given
gifts and talents and we encourage him to share those gifts with
others, especially in our local community.”

In addition to serving as a lector, he and his family are regular
volunteers at St. Luke's Mission of Mercy, filling bags of food for
600 families for Thanksgiving Dinner and assisting with the
Easter Basket program.

“I feel that God has blessed my family throughout our life. I am
truly grateful for this; giving to others is an act of love,” Mark
Swagler said. “God wants all of to share His love through helping
each other in need. ‘It is in giving that we receive.’ We receive
His love back when we help others,” he said.

Together with his family, Christopher assists at Little Portion

The Swaglers have been parishioners since 2015.

Deepen Your Relationship with God
at Scripture Meditation
St. Mary is pleased to introduce two new Scripture Meditation
Series.
Scripture Moments for Young Families begins on July 31 10:05
a.m. (following 9 a.m. Mass) and 10:45 a.m. (preceding 11:15
a.m. Mass) in the Parish Center, rooms 110-111. This is a
wonderful 20 minute opportunity to share with your child(ren) .
Join us for a prayerful quest of imagination, thought and
emotion helping us to seek God in quiet moments filled with
thoughts of peace, wonder and awe. Scripture Moments is
appropriate for all ages, but geared toward young children.
“Where Jesus Walked” Scripture Meditation also begins on July
31 at 12:15 p.m. (following 11:15 a.m. Mass) in the Parish
Center, rooms 110-111. The theme of this year’s series is
“Ignatian Spirituality Through Imaginative Prayer.” The spiritual
exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola are a compilation of meditations
and prayers developed to help deepen our relationship with God.

Entering into the vision of God, or God's perspective and
imaginative contemplation, places us fully within a story from the
Gospels where we become onlookers and participants. St.
Ignatius doesn't want us to just think about Jesus, he wants us to
experience Him! These sessions are approximately 35 minutes
in length and geared toward young adults and older.
According to Donna Vazquez, assistant youth minister and
Scripture Meditation coordinator, scripture mediation provides
an opportunity to slow down, quiet your mind and put God in
focus. “Combining our faith and mindfulness can create a
peaceful experience that gives us a chance for spiritual growth
and enlightenment,” she said.
Visit www.stmaryswormville.org/spiritualopportunities/ for more
information and complete schedules or contact Donna Vazquez
at 688-0599.

Thank you to our 2016
Chowder Chase Sponsors

