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150th Anniversary Mass Celebrated at
St. Mary’s Chapel
Bishop Richard J. Malone presided at
the 150th Anniversary Mass for the St.
Mary’s Chapel on Saturday, October 22.
Fr. Yetter, Fr. Andrew, Msgr. Vince
Becker, former pastor, and Msgr. Paul
Burkard, pastor of Our Lady of Victory
Basilica who grew up in St. Mary's

Parish, concelebrated the Mass.
The choir was a collaboration of several
different music groups from St. Mary's.
In honor of our patroness, Mary of the
Assumption, the music included a
special piece entitled "Hail Holy Mary,
Queen of Peace."
(Continued on Page 2)

Veteran’s Day
Friday, November 11
Thanksgiving Day Mass
10 a.m., November 24
Immaculate Conception
December 8
Men’s Christ Renews
January 21 & 22, 2017
School Open House
January 29, 2017
Women’s Christ Renews
March 4 & 5, 2017

Celebrating our past and future: Mass celebrants, from left, Fr. Andrew
Kozminski, parochial vicar, Msgr. Vince Becker, former pastor, Fr. Robert
Yetter, pastor, Bishop Richard Malone, Msgr. Paul Burkard, pastor, Our Lady
of Victory Basilica, and Deacon Gary Hoover.

Left: Ruth Spoth, a member
of one of St. Mary’s founding
families, talks with Bishop
Malone at the dinner
reception.
Right: Eileen Nahigian
proclaims the Word of God.
Below: Father Yetter and
Father Andrew begin the
Mass celebration.

150th Anniversary Mass
(Continued from Page 1)

Father Yetter thanked parishioners – past and present –
who participated in the Mass.
“Bishop Malone gave a thoughtful homily reminding us
of the connectiveness of the generations of faith,” Fr.
Yetter said. “We are tied in to our Catholic faith from the
work of Father John Neumann who encouraged building
the first log cabin church, to where we stand today in our
1865 chapel, to the new church of 2010 and for
generations to come. It is here that we give praise and
thanks to God for our blessings.”

The chapel was officially opened in October 1866 with a
mission by the Redemptorist Fathers, who gifted the large
cross that now hangs in the new church entrance. In
preparation of the anniversary celebration, the 1928
Assumption of Mary tapestry that hangs over the main
altar was restored.
Many descendants of the parish founders attended the
Mass including members of the Burkard, Herberger, and
Spoth families.

Corporal Works of Mercy Provide Theme for
Community Service Projects
The Year of Mercy has been, and will continue
to be, a time for the faithful to reflect on the
Corporal Works of Mercy. Pope Francis writes,
“Let us enter more deeply into the heart of the
Gospel where the poor have a special experience
of God’s mercy.” With this in mind, St. Mary’s
Faith Community is aligning monthly service
projects directly to the corporal works. We are
also working together as a faith community and
combining the efforts of school, faith formation
and parish families.
“In the past, there have been many wonderful
service projects completed by our school and faith
formation families, but not the same projects at
the same time,” said Kelley Carlson, Parish
Council Co-Chair and Communications Liaison.
“We thought that during this Year of Mercy, how
wonderful would it be to have the entire
community working on the same projects
together. What we can accomplish as a whole is

much greater than
separately,” she said.

our

accomplishments

The first project was September’s “Give Drink
to the Thirsty – The Cow Project.” Accounts were
established at five local recycling centers and
families were asked to bring their bottles and cans
to deposit in an account for St. Mary’s. Recycling
from the picnic was used and donations were
collected during Vacation Bible School. A two
day recycling drive resulted in almost 7,200 items
collected.
With everyone’s hard work and
generosity, $1000 was collected to purchase ten
cows for ten families in Nicaragua. October’s
project is “Clothe the Naked – Coat Drive for St.
Vincent de Paul.”
A list of the year’s projects may be found by
visiting www.stmaryswormville.org/communityservice-projects.

Left - “Give Drink to the Thirsty” - Students
from Family Faith Formation and St. Mary
School collected recycling to purchase cows for
poor families in Nicaragua.

“Clothe the Naked” – Volunteers Joann Tomasello and Lee
Santercole , right, sort more than 260 coats collected for the St.
Vincent de Paul Coat Drive. They will be distributed during
November through Colvin Cleaners and the St. Vincent de Paul
Center. Thank you parishioners and Jim Ogilvie, St. Vincent
DePaul coordinator.

By The Way...
By Rev. Robert M. Yetter, Pastor
On behalf of the parish
Finance Council and parish
trustees, I am pleased to present
the annual summary report that
you find on the opposite page. I
extend a sincere thank you to all
who support the parish and our
ministries for their time, talents
and treasure as we continue to
build upon the past for the
future. Bishop Malone explained
this so eloquently in his homily at our recent 150th
Anniversary Mass of our chapel.
We are able to report financial and sacramental statistics, but
ascertaining the spiritual life of parishioners is something
that only individuals can do. Each of us -myself included are asked to look within ourselves and our relationship to
Christ in how we have grown during the past year in our
prayer life and in the practice of our faith in Christ and as
members of the Catholic church.
Americans, like others in Western Europe, have become very
casual in their practice of their religion and the Catholic
faith is no exception. Here at St. Mary’s, an estimated 30%
of parishioners participate in the Eucharist each weekend.
Past are the days when 70% attended weekly (in the1950s).
We are blessed with a core group of devout parishioners,
including many young adults and families, but there are so
many others who could be more active in their faith life. Our

parish community invites all registered parishioners to come
together for prayer and become engaged in parish life.
These are some of the statistics for the past year:
 77 baptisms (down from 96 the year before), 123

Confirmations (down 14) 29 marriages (down 2),
First Eucharist and Penance reception, similar to last
year at 120. We had 52 funerals with 31 burials in
our parish cemetery. 25% of burials now are
cremations.
 Total parish population is 2,700 registered
households consisting of 7,100 people. Our median
age has risen from 32 to 37 years old. Faith
Formation Programs for Grades K- high school still
involve more than 900 young people. Our youth
ministry program reaches out to dozens of teens
during the year.
I am so appreciative of the dedicated parish staff including
Karen Smaczniak, Faith Formation Director, Ryan Verity
and Donna Vazquez, youth directors, Donna Allan, liturgy
coordinator, Gina Phillips, business manager, Janice
O’Brien, volunteer coordinator, our staff secretaries and
Mary Jo Aiken, school principal. As a parish we owe them a
great deal of thanks.
May God bless all of us as we continue to build up the
kingdom of God.

Christmas Day Masses
Sacrament of Penance
Parish Penance Service:

December 19 at 7:00p.m.
In the Chapel
Individual Confessions:

December 17 from
2:30 to 3:45p.m.
December 21 from
4:00 to 5:30p.m.

Christmas Eve Masses
4:00p.m. in the Chapel
4:15p.m. Children’s Mass
in the New Church
6:30p.m. in the New Church
9:00p.m. in the New Church
Midnight Mass in the
New Church

7:30a.m. in the New Church
9:00a.m. in the New Church
11:15a.m. In the New Church

Feast of the Solemnity
of Mary
Saturday, December 31, 2016
4:00p.m. Vigil Mass
in the New Church
Sunday, January 1, 2017
7:30a.m. in the New Church
9:00a.m. in the New Church
11:15a.m. in the New Church

Summary of Parish Financial Report Notes
Note: Fiscal Year Ends August 31, 2016

Sources of Revenue

2013/2014

Regular ContribuƟons
Special ContribuƟons
School, FFF, HSA, Cafeteria
Fundraising & Other Revenue
Total

Uses of Revenue

2014/2015

$1,431,179
$54,586
$1,032,090
$359,109
$2,876,964

2013/2014

$1,484,332
$69,313
$1,080,262
$359,983
$2,993,890

2014/2015

School-Includes HSA and Cafeteria
$1,049,808
$1,226,353
School Subsidy
$306,957
$297,743
AdministraƟve
$542,145
$595,976
Buildings/Grounds/UƟliƟes/Improvements
$222,540
$205,046
Family Faith FormaƟon (FFF)
$318,022
$304,721
Diocesan Assessment
$110,876
$121,687
Adult EducaƟon, Outreach and Goodwill
$36,660
$49,428
Interest on Debt
$19,144
$14,511
Other Expenses
$133,581
$142,147
Total
$2,739,733
$2,957,613
Note: Home School AssociaƟon (HSA)
Note: Totals Do not Include Cemetery
Family Faith FormaƟon (FFF)

Sources of Revenue

On behalf of St. Mary’s Parish, Fr. Yetter and Fr. Andrew,
we thank all parishioners for the continued support of offertory and engagement to ministry. Our thanks especially
go out to the St. Mary’s Finance Committee members who
volunteer their time to ensure the future sustainability of
St. Mary’s.

2015/2016
$1,502,323
$57,080
$1,194,370
$391,895
$3,145,668

2015/2016
$1,288,876
$337,090
$644,379
$164,201
$316,101
$133,579
$41,194
$9,833
$133,676
$3,068,929

Uses of Revenue

The Finance Council members include:
Chairperson: Scott Zgoda
Trustees: Edward Burkard and Eileen Nahigian
Members: Gerald Drinkard, Michael Dolpp, Margaret King,
Jennifer Noah, Richard Johnson and Andrew Zielinski.

By Kelley Carlson

Hope Chavanne
Devoted Follower of The Blessed Mother
It can be no coincidence that Hope
Marie Chavanne is a parishioner at a
church called St. Mary’s. Her love
and devotion to the Blessed Mother
guides much of what she does
personally as well as the ministries she
is involved with. Hope has a strong
sense of the importance of the
beautiful traditions of our Catholic
faith and sees the past as a guide to
the present. She feels called
to “Inspire people in the parish to
come to a closer relationship to Mary
as our spiritual mother because Mary
leads all those who come to her, to
her Son, Jesus.”
Hope and her husband, John, are
the parents of Jacob, nine and Ava,
three. She began cantoring at the
7:30 Mass 11 years ago, but is now
active in many ministries including

the Daughters of Mary, Decorating
Committee, recently installed
Eucharistic Minister to the Sick and
The Blue Army Rosary. Hope is one
of the facilitators of the Lady of
Fatima Pilgrimage Statue which
allows a statue of Mary to “come to
you” for one week to promote daily
praying of the rosary and the graces
which come with opening your heart
and home to Mary. “The rosary is a
powerful God-given prayer to
meditate on the life of Christ through
Mary,” Hope said. She was inspired
to start the Perpetual Rosary on the
Feast of the Assumption this past
August and recently facilitated
the prayer service recognizing the
anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun,
Mary’s last visitation to the children
of Fatima.

Blessing of Pets: Fr. Andrew blesses Cassie and
owner Dylan Leong during the annual Blessing
of Pets on October 4 on the front steps of St.
Mary School. This annual custom invokes the
blessing of God on all living creatures and
commemorates the Feast of St. Francis.

Hope is active in a new ministry
called Gabriel’s Graces, an outreach
program through The Daughters of
Mary that offers prayers for women
who have experienced miscarriage or
the loss of a child at any age. Hope
and John's daughter, Marie Hope,
passed away seven years ago at one
month of age and she has tried to use
her journey in loss to help other
families while gaining healing
herself. Hope also found healing as
part of Christ Renews His Parish
Team 26, and as part of team 31 this
year. She invites men and women of
the parish to consider participating.
"Our Blessed Mother was the first
disciple, may we follow her example as
we find a new hope in Christ," Hope
said.

St. Mary’s Veteran Teacher Honored by Buffalo Diocese

Polly Lougen, whose has been
teaching at St. Mary School for 19
years, has been named the winner of a
top teaching award from the Diocese
of Buffalo. The late Tim Russert’s
Sister Lucille Sociarelli/Father John
Sturm Making a Difference Award
recognizes an educator whose
outstanding dedication is making a
difference in Catholic education.
Lougen, who began her career at
St. Mary’s as a physical education
teacher, is currently the Grade 3
teacher and science teacher for Grades
3, 4 and 5. She devotes her after

school hours to weekly Science Club,
Advanced Reading Club, and weekly
“reading lunch” with her students.

the power of prayer and develop
personal relations with the Lord, just
as Polly has.”

Mary Jo Aiken, principal,
nominated Lougen for the award, who
has 22 years of teaching experience in
Catholic schools.

According to Aiken, Lougen has
brought STREAM to the classroom
and has implemented the best of what
common core has to offer, integrating
content across subject areas, and
making learning an adventure

“Polly has many outstanding
qualities. Perhaps most outstanding is
her devotion to the Lord and her
ability to bring that love and devotion
to every child and colleague with
whom she works and in every setting,”
Aiken said. “Polly’s children know

Lougen will be honored at the
Catholic Foundation of Buffalo’s Gala
22:6 Dinner on January 19, 2017 at
the Buffalo Convention Center.

“WIN BIG” at
Snow Me The Money
Take a chance on $16,500 and support St. Mary School
at the annual Snow Me the Money Raffle on Saturday,
February 11. Coordinated by St Mary School Home School
Association (HSA), tickets are $50. In addition the $10,000
grand prize, cash prizes will be drawn throughout the
evening and four $250 early bird winners will be awarded
on December 16. Winners need not be present to win.
The Snow Me the Money Celebration will be held at the
Parish Center from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. and will feature
complimentary craft beer from Rohrbach Brewing Co, wine, pop
and pay as you go sampling from Buffalo’s food trucks. New

this year - event admission is included with a raffle ticket
purchase.
“As St. Mary's HSA co-presidents, my husband Tom and I
would like to personally invite all family and friends of St.
Mary's Parish and school community to join us at the annual
Snow Me the Money Raffle,” said Kristen Lewis. “A winter
wonderland party awaits with local food trucks, craft beer and
wine while anticipating the big grand prize drawing of $10,000.”
Raffle tickets will be mailed to parishioners and are also
available at the rectory and school office. Visit the school
website at www.stmaryschoolswormville.org for details.

School
Marathon:
Montessori through eighth
grade students walked to
show their pride for St.
Mary School at the annual
marathon on October 5.
Funds raised will be used
for
field
trip
transportation costs and
other school activities.

St.
Mary’s
students dress up
as their favorite
saint for the
celebration of All
Saints Day with
Father Yetter.

