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New Approach
for Faith
Formation
Exciting changes are coming to St.
Mary’s Faith Formation program to help the
young people of our parish build
meaningful, life-long relationships with
Jesus.
“As a parish community, we strive to
form disciples and strengthen committed
Catholic families,”
Fr. Robert Yetter,
pastor, said.
“The new, more modern

CRHP Men’s Weekend
March 18 & 19

Celebrate at
Auction Gala
By Kelley Carlson

Spring has arrived, so mark your
calendars for the St. Mary’s “Spring for
Success Dinner and Auction Gala” at
Brookfield Country Club on Saturday, May
13. The event is a wonderful way to spend
an exciting evening with family and friends
and support our faith community.
The event, sponsored by Bison Bag
Company, Inc., includes an open bar, hors
d’oeuvres, a sit-down dinner with a dual
entrée of chicken and filet, wine courtesy of
Wild Horse Spirits, along with silent and
live auctions.
Auction co-chairs Margaret King, Amy
Jensen and Tom Muscarella, have been
working with committee members to secure
sponsors and acquire donations.

Spring for Success
Saturday, May 13
Church Picnic - July 23

Gail Cronin and her daughter Maeve, 11
prepare for Family Faith Sharing.
approach will have parents much more
involved with the religious education of
their children.”
St. Mary’s will no longer offer traditional
weekly religion classes for children in first
through fifth grade or a summer program
for students in sixth grade through high
school.
(Continued on Page 2)

An event favorite, the Wine Toss, giving
attendees chances at winning a selection of
fine wines and the Pick a Daisy for a
guaranteed gift will again be featured this
year. Hundreds of items will be available
for silent auction bidding, and many
exciting items and experiences are featured
in the live auction. Live auction items
include a 42” television, a Niagara on the
Lake package for one night at your choice of
The Prince of Wales, Pillar and Post, or
Queen’s Landing (including breakfast, three
-course dinner, trolley wine tour) and two
U2 tickets in Toronto on Friday, June 23.
Silent auction items include electronics,
designer handbags and priceless works of art
created by St. Mary School students.
(Continued on Page 7)

By The Way...
by Rev. Robert M. Yetter, Pastor

The official start of spring is
just a few days away and here we
are at the beginning of Lent - an
old English word that means
"Spring." Many of us have
celebrated dozens of Lents, and
we now face another one,
hopefully with a renewed sense
of purpose that we will make
this one special.
One idea that is offered to parishioners is a card that
says “Don't give up chocolate for Lent.” The purpose is to
think about what we can do extra during these forty days,
rather than giving something up. The Diocesan Women’s
Conference on March 11 and the Men’s Conference on
April 1 at Cardinal O’Hara High School are opportunities
to experience the Holy Spirit and share faith with 1,000
others.
This is also true for the men and women who
experience our Christ Renews his Parish weekend retreats.
They have been a great support and blessing for our parish
for over 20 years with fellowship and the growth of the
spiritual lives of those who attend. “Extra” also can mean

doing things in a different way especially in regard to
family and friends and how you treat them.
At the end of Lent we will celebrate Easter and the New
Life in Christ. As you have heard many times before, you
have to put something into life to get something out of it.
That is true for Lent and each day of our lives. If you are
traveling during school break, there are many
opportunities to attend Holy Week services and Mass on
Easter Sunday – you may even find an outdoor early Easter
morning Mass. If you are here in town, worship with us at
St. Mary's or with family members at their Catholic
Church.
Two major fundraising events are also coming up. First
is Spring for Success Auction at Brookfield Country Club
on May 13. It has gained popularity since its beginnings at
St. Mary's gym. Then get ready for the July 23 Picnic which
is a great community builder. I encourage your support of
both events - each one is different and appeals to different
members of St. Mary's.
I wish you a blessed season of Lent as we prepare to
again celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus.

Faith Formation (Continued from Page 1)
Moving away from the classroom will position parents as
primary catechists for their children.
According to Karen Smaczniak, director, Faith
Formation, parents are the primary teachers for their
children and have the biggest impact on their faith life.
“We will give parents the tools to help them teach their
faith and empower them to pass on the faith to their
children,” she said.
Family Faith Sharing is an innovative program that has
grown in popularity over the last five years and has become
very popular for many families because of interactive
lessons and flexible schedules. In fact, this program is
currently a model for parishes in the Buffalo Diocese.
Family Faith Sharing is offered to families with children in
first grade through high school.
Small faith sharing teams comprised of two to four
families complete online lessons with their children as a
team. Each group also participates in service for the parish
and community. Families create their own schedules for
lessons and service.
According to parishioner Gail Cronin, who has
participated in the Family Faith Program for several years,

it is her favorite method for providing religious instruction
to her children. It is incredibly flexible, allowing her family
to complete activities wherever and whenever it best suits
their schedule.
“There are options for most lessons, so I can choose the
best fit for my kids,” Cronin said. “Because we do the
activities together, and sometimes with the other families
in our group, my children see our faith in action rather
than just read about it in a workbook.”
Additional options for families with children ages six
through 13 are Parent Bible Study and Adult Faith
enrichment where parents attend weekly sessions and
teach online lessons at home.
In addition to the family programs, middle school
students are invited to the EDGE program, weekly evening
sessions from September through March. High school
students are welcome to LIFE TEEN on Sunday evening,
Teen Faith Enrichment, or Teen Bible Study.
Online registration will begin in April. Visit the St.
Mary Swormville website at www.stmaryswormville.org or
call the Faith Formation office at (716) 688-0599 for more
information.

Ryan Verity has been appointed Business Manager for St.
Mary Parish. For the past five years, Verity has served as St.
Mary’s Youth minister, creating two vibrant youth groups for
high school and middle school and created the youth room in
the Parish Center. He was also instrumental in sending three
teenagers from the parish to Poland for World Youth Day
during the summer of 2016. Verity helped develop the annual Chowder Chase 5K Run, served as co-chairperson of the
parish picnic and designed a successful overnight retreat for
650 confirmation candidates.

St. Mary's Polly Lougen received the Sr. Lucille Socciarelli/Fr. John
Sturm Making a Difference Award at the Diocesan Gala 22:6, a celebration of Catholic education. In accepting the award from Bishop
Malone, Mrs Lougen commented "Jesus is working through me - He is
the Master Teacher." From left, Bishop Malone, Polly Lougen and
Marty Lougen.

Familiar Faces Assume New Roles for Youth Ministry
“People may laugh at you because you believe in the gentle and unassuming
power of mercy. But do not be afraid.” – Pope Francis, August 2016
Pope Francis delivered this message to young people at
World Youth Day in 2016, words that resonate with the new
leaders of St. Mary’s Youth Ministry.
Donna Vazquez, who has been working with St. Mary’s youth
ministry for ten years, has been appointed Director of Youth
Ministry and Thomas O’Brien has
been appointed Associate Youth
Minister.

The Youth Department coordinates the EDGE religious
education program for grades six through eight, IMPACT
Connection youth group for middle school, LIFE TEEN for
grades nine through 12 and IMPACT youth group for high
school students. College students are invited to stay involved as
members of the retreat team planning the summer IMPACT
retreat at Muskellunge Lake.

“We are looking to grow the
program and get kids excited about
their faith,” Vazquez said. “By
getting involved in youth group, they
know they are not the only ones
active in their faith and that it’s okay
to have Jesus at the center of their
lives.”
Currently a freshman at the
University of Buffalo, O’Brien is a
graduate of St. Joseph’s Collegiate
Institute and St. Mary School. He
joined IMPACT as a freshman and has
b e e n a v ol u n t e e r l e a d e r f o r
Confirmation retreats, IMPACT
retreats and Vacation Bible School.

“They are learning about their
faith without a textbook,” Vazquez
said.
The department also coordinates
Confirmation preparation, where
candidates work with their spirit
mentors and participate in a retreat.
O’Brien will assist with youth
programs, youth groups activities and
plan future programs and mission
service projects.

Donna Vazquez and Thomas O’Brien lead
an activity during the Edge program.

“I hope to bring a sense of spirit,
life and enthusiasm to the
department,” O’Brien said.

Parking Ministry Eases Traffic Challenges
You might not think that parking would be considered a
ministry at a Catholic parish, but it is important here at St.
Mary’s. Safe and efficient traffic flow is essential for a large,
busy parish community and members of the Parking
Ministry stand ready to assist throughout the year.
Volunteers park the maximum number of cars, are a
friendly face to parish members and visitors, and ensure
safe traffic flow. Fire lanes are kept open and more spaces
can be dedicated for handicapped parking if needed.
The Parking Ministry was created in 2014 when Fr.
Yetter anticipated parking challenges during Confirmation.
Peter Staskiewicz, then Parish Council president, recruited
a group of volunteers to oversee a new parking ministry.
“Not only do we help organize the parking, we have
become the ‘first impression’ of St. Mary’s for any visitor to
our parish during these events,” Staskiewicz said.

“When we get visitors who have never attended an event
at St. Mary’s, most are confused on where they need to go.
In helping direct these visitors, the ministry helps make St.
Mary’s shine even brighter.”
Parking volunteers assist during Confirmation, the
Chowder Chase, larger funerals and Christmas Eve
afternoon masses.
“We currently have 14 members and would love more
people to get involved. We have one female member and I
encourage more women and even the younger parishioners
(18 or older) to join us.” Staskiewicz said. “I consider the
ministry to be like a volunteer fire department in the sense
that we can be called into action at any time.”
For Volunteering or to seek additional information,
email Peter Staskiewicz at Peter@laserengraveddesigns.com

Former Parish Council President, Peter Staskiewicz coordinates the Parking Ministry at
St. Mary’s. He is always looking for additional volunteers to guide parishioners and
guests to park in an orderly fashion for the various parish and school events.

Father Andrew led the Ash Wednesday
retreat for the St. Mary’s schoolchildren.

Destination Imagination: St. Mary’s students in grades three
through five experience open-ended academic challenges in
the fields of STEM, fine arts and service learning to foster
creativity, courage and curiosity.

New Character Education Begins
with Lenten Retreat
St. Mary School students began Lent with a
daylong retreat on Ash Wednesday reflecting on
the choices Jesus made on His road to Calvary and
our own choices. The theme was Who You Are
Makes a Difference and featured classroom
activities using a new character education program
and talks from special guests Mark Fenz and Fr.
Andrew.
“Lent is the time we start thinking beyond
ourselves and share in Jesus’ suffering and the
suffering of others,” Mary Jo Aiken, principal,
said. “We take a step back from the hubbub of
the school day to think about others and our

relationship with God.”
The day also included the Home School
Association (HSA) sponsored Peaceful Classroom
presentation of Rise Up! which focused on choices
and positive conflict resolution.
Throughout the year, students in Grades K-8
and faculty will benefit from the SecondSTEP
character education program, also sponsored by
HSA. The program seeks to build skills for social
and academic success, including empathy and
communication, accepting differences, managing
anxiety and frustration and problem solving.

Julie Leong
After coordinating several successful St. Mary School Future
City teams, Julie Leong was recognized as Teacher of the Year at
this year’s regional competition. Julie and her family have been
making an impact with the young people of St. Mary’s School for
many years.
Julie, her husband Ron and children Caitlyn, 19, Brendon, 16,
and Dylan, 9, have been parishioners since 1997 and are active in
a wide range of ministries.
Julie’s involvement in Future City began in 2010 when Caitlyn
joined the Future City team and Ron was the team
engineer. Since meetings were in her home, she quickly got
involved with the project.
After assisting the team in 2010, 2011 and in 2012 when the
team competed at Nationals, she became team teacher in 2015.
According to Julie, the most satisfying aspect of working with
the students is watching their growth during the process. Seventh
and eighth graders spend 100 hours researching, planning,
building and writing to prepare for the regional competition.
“At the beginning, most students don’t think they can
creatively solve a real world problem using the field of

engineering,” Julie said. “By the end, most students will tell me ‘I
learned how to stick with something, even when it is challenging,
to reach a goal’ or ‘I learned to push myself outside my comfort
zone and I came up with some great ideas.’”
The family’s contributions to the school and parish are many
and varied. Julie is yearbook coordinator, library volunteer,
basketball coach, room parent and assists with costumes for drama
productions. She has been a Home School Association volunteer,
Girl Scout, Cub Scout and Boy Scout leader and is the Vacation
Bible School (VBS) craft leader.
Ron has served as Parish Council president, Christ Renews His
Parish Continuation Committee member, Confirmation Spirit
Mentor, Cub Scout Cubmaster and baseball and soccer coach.
The younger Leongs have been altar servers, lectors, choir
members and VBS youth leaders and the family distributes
Thanksgiving baskets and Giving Tree gifts.
“Involvement in parish life is important to our family because it
affords each of us the opportunity to continue to grow on our
faith journey by sharing our time and talents with others,” Leong
said. “Being involved in parish life reminds us that we are called
not only to worship but to serve and grow in the faith
community.”

Members of the Little Rock Bible
Study Group shared a Seder
Celebration in the Parish Center.
Nancy Wallace, left and Mary
Cannon, prepare the unleavened
bread. The group studied the Old
Testament and the origins of the
Eucharist.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECONCILIATION
Individual Confessions
Every Saturday, 3:00 - 3:45 p.m.
Wednesday April 12 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Parish Penance Service
April 10 at 7:00 p.m.
All will take place in the church

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
PALM SUNDAY - April 9
Vigil Mass, April 8 at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses at:
7:30, 9:00, 11:15 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
HOLY THURSDAY - April 13
Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. in the chapel
Friendship Supper at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Center
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
at 7:00 p.m. in the church
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
until 11:00 p.m. in the chapel
GOOD FRIDAY - April 14
Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. in the chapel
Stations of the Cross at noon
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion - 3:00 p.m.
Seven Last Words of Christ - 7:00 p.m.
HOLY SATURDAY - April 15
Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m. in the chapel
Blessing of Easter Food and Baskets
at noon in the chapel

EASTER SCHEDULE
EASTER VIGIL
Saturday, April 15 - 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. (Church)
EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, April 16
7:30 a.m. (Church)
9:00 a.m. (Church)
10:30 a.m. (Church) Children’s Liturgy
10:30 a.m. (Chapel)
12 Noon (Church)

Auction (Continued from Page 1)
Muscarella is happy to be working on the St. Mary’s
Auction for his first year. “The people of St. Mary’s have a
proud tradition in this event and I am glad to be chosen to be
a part of it,” Muscarella said. “The venue is beautiful, the
food and drinks will be plentiful and the auction items will be
great! I am excited about this year’s auction, it’s a great event
for a great cause!”
There are numerous opportunities for members of the faith
community to support Spring for Success. Be a sponsor or a
patron, attend the event, host a gift gathering party, donate an
item or experience or volunteer the night of the event. This
year, St. Mary’s has joined gift registries at Target, Bed Bath
and Beyond and Amazon if you would like ideas for items to
donate. A variety of high-end items and experiences are
welcomed including winery tours, getaways with airfare and
vacation rentals.
“I am very excited to be one of the co-chairs for this year’s
Spring for Success Auction and Gala. It is my hope that this
year’s auction will follow in the footsteps of all past auctions,”
King said. “This is a project for the entire faith community of
St. Mary’s and I hope everyone finds a way to become
involved. I look forward to seeing you there!”
Donation forms and gift ideas can be found at
www.stmaryswormville.org or email auction representatives at
StMarysSpringForSuccess@gmail.com

Montessori Offers
Summer Program
Families looking to keep their children busy during the
summer and give a little structure to their days are invited to
Montessori Children’s House Summer Adventures.
Summer Adventures will let children experience a
Montessori classroom and enjoy summer fun. The one-week
programs will use the Montessori philosophy of teaching and
offer introductory Montessori lessons.
Four themed weeks are offered and children are welcome to
register for one or more weeks. Sessions run from 9 a.m. to
noon.
June 26 – June 30: Food From Around the World
July 3 – July 7: Animals, Animals, Animals
July 31-August 4: Hands In Water
August 7- August 11: Science with Everyday Materials
“The classroom workspace will extend to our outside area,
and there will be lots of free play time to enjoy friends and
fresh air at the playground,” said Theresa Rice, Montessori
head teacher.
Children ages three through seven are welcome. Previous
Montessori classroom experience is not required. Cost is $120
per camp.

Holy Thursday - Washing of the feet.

Registration forms can be found on the school website at
www.stmaryschoolswormville.org/school-forms/

St. Mary’s received the first disbursement check from the Upon This Rock campaign. Our parish
share, 35 percent of parish fundraising efforts, will be used for mortgage payments, capital improvements and future needs of the parish. Pictured with Father Yetter are Constant Davidow,
left, parish council co-president, Daniel Herberger, parish trustee and Kelley Carlson, parish
council co-president. Thank you for your generous support of this Diocesan-wide endowment
campaign.

